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Patent Application of 

Casscells, et al. 

Application No. : 09/73 1 ,686 

Filed: December 5, 2000 

Title: Electrocauterizing Tool for Orthopedic 
Shave Devices 
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Examiner: R, Kearney 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION AS TO SPECIES 



^ ^ m 

■;:x> 
o 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to Examiner's Restriction Requirement mailed March 11, 2002, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration of the above-referenced application in view of the following 
election and remarks. 

The Examiner has issued a restriction requirement alleging that the application claims 14 
distinct species. 

Claim 1 was indicated as being generic by the Examiner. 

Applicants note that claims 3, 4, 7-10, 13, 20, 24-27, 37, and 38 are also considered to be 
generic since these claims do not belong to any species identified by the Examiner in the 
Restriction Requirement. Rather, these claims may be used with more than one of the restricted 
species. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.142, Applicants elect Species 1 directed to Figures la and 2a as 
identified by the Examiner in the Restriction Requirement. Claims 18 and 35 are directed to this 
species. 

Claims 11, 12, 14, 15-17, and 28-34 are withdrawn as being directed to the non-elected 
species pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .142(b). However, Applicants reserve the right pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 . 14 1 to pursue claims to the non-elected species in this application in the event that a generic claim 
is found to be allowable. 
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Applicants also reserve the right pursuant to 35 U.S. C. § 121 to file one or more divisional 
applications directed to the non-elected species during the pendency of the present application. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants earnestly believe that they are entitled to a letters patent, and respectfully solicit 
the Examiner to expedite prosecution of this patent application to issuance. Should the Examiner 
have any questions, the Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI 

bate: 

650 Page Mill Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94304-1050 
(650) 493-9300 



By J 



David J. WeitzTReg. No.38,362 
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